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Upcoming County 
Committee Meetings: 

Sign-Up for the 2019 Reimbursement 
Transportation Cost Program 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) announced that farmers and ranchers residing outside the 
contiguous continental United States may enroll in the 
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP) for 
fiscal year 2019 beginning on July 15, 2019. The sign up will run 
through Sept. 6, 2019. 

The Consolidated Appropriation Act of 2019 reauthorized RTCP, 
which offsets a portion of the costs of transporting agricultural 
products over long distances. The program allows farmers and 
ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii and insular areas including the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and Republic of Palau, to recover any 
transportation costs. 

RTCP helps U.S. farmers and ranchers outside the 48 contiguous 
states who are at a competitive disadvantage when transporting 
agriculture products to market. RTCP payments are calculated 
based on the costs incurred for transportation of the agricultural 
commodity or inputs during a fiscal year, subject to an $8,000 per 
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Hawaii County Committee 
October 11, 2019 at 8:30 am 

Honolulu County Committee 
September 20, 2019 at 3:00 
pm 

Maui County Committee 
September 19, 2019 at 8:30 
am 

Kauai County Committee 
September 18, 2019 at 9:00 
am 

Guam County Committee 
October 10, 2019 at 9:00 am 

CNMI County Committee 
October 10, 2019 at 11:00 
am  

Contact the County Office to 
confirm meeting date and 
time, as budget constraints 
may limit the County 
Committee's ability to meet 
each month. 

Click here for a list of County 
Offices, contact numbers and 
addresses. 

Website for Hawaii and 
Pacific Basin FSA: 

www.fsa.usda.gov/hi 

producer cap per fiscal year. In the event that claims for payments 
exceed the funds available from the program for a fiscal year, 
payments will be reduced on a pro-rata basis. 

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the eligible 
areas can visit their administrative FSA county office or 
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To find your local FSA county office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS 
before breaking out new ground for production purposes as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that 
must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, 
crop residue and rotational requirements as specified in their 
conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure the 
proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any 
trees to create new cropland, then these areas will need to be 
reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for 
benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly 
Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to 
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.   

 

 

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 
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How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 

USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program 

Enrollment Now Open through Dec. 6  

Signup opens today for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified 
trade retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct 
payments to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The 
sign-up period runs through Dec. 6. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as 
dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 
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MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, 
dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, 
sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not 
dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible 
plantings cannot exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight 
payment on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of 
live hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh 
grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the 
case of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as 
market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal 
entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than 
$500,000. Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average 
AGI for those tax years must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 

August 2019 Interest Rates 

Farm Operating Loans  2.875 % 
Farm Operating Microloans  2.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans   3.625% 
Farm Ownership Microloans  3.625% 
Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500% 
Emergency Loans 3.750% 

 

FSA Hawaii & Pacific Basin State Committee 
Teena Marie Rasmussen, Chairperson 
Wilson Kenzo Koike 
Glenn Martinez 
Boyd J. Ready 
Simon Russell 
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Sign Up Today for Text Alerts from FSA 
Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their 
county office through text messages on their cell phone. 

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA 
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text 
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and 
updates. 

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message 
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless 
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any 
time. 

 Hawaii County : HPBHawaii 
 Honolulu County:  HPBHonolulu 
 Kauai County:  HPBKauai 
 Maui County:  HPBMaui 

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or 
the  text message option.  

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their 
county office through text messages on their cell phone. 

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA 
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text 
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and 
updates. 

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message 
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless 
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any 
time. 

 Hawaii County : HPBHawaii 
 Honolulu County:  HPBHonolulu 
 Kauai County:  HPBKauai 
 Maui County:  HPBMaui 

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or 
the  text message option.  

 

Hawaii County Mailing Address Update 
Please send correspondence to the following address: 

Hawaii County FSA 
P O Box 845 
Hilo, HI  96721 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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Questions?  
Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 

      

   

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:  
Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcontact-us%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817235458&sdata=r%2BmKy5I1OE10Sze6dyl4C%2F1TRW%2BeuykwMorD5So4rqA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Fpreferences%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817265441&sdata=4N6JRb9p0fd41%2FmU5SlTJmphuzHbgtQMDhCxclPB8wQ%3D&reserved=0
%5b%5bONECLICK_UNSUB_URL%5d%5d
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsubscriberhelp.govdelivery.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817265441&sdata=sR3%2F4K5JInBvbHsuIAJDy0CHJzpWl%2BfVNmyNKcykTUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F25b933e%3Freqfrom%3Dshare&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817225463&sdata=MMnKizwwb%2BNUhi5gqDaSRaK0a72TX0xGJF3gaC13dQU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817225463&sdata=BmJ0%2FehUFQg%2BJugEioDElSmmRJ4QCULFy%2BSH1vxzrds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fusdafsa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817235458&sdata=LZYQzMz%2FqA9pLAilyYCNnjAel4tSmj4fds7i9f0QLsA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817235458&sdata=QUBxW5nganYkIIke%2F6zY%2BdW7NPvdgWto78pbRbkSiUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Fwebapp%3Farea%3Dnewsroom%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Dwid%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817245452&sdata=kB3wHhIoYQQfqZZt6AG0sHC6ZLf%2FWJ%2FT0QQk%2FeWqO8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Faskfsa.custhelp.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817255449&sdata=WqAH8xl7nc1VyZlhkQ%2FfgY5%2FSF3svy05ELphK3qLWpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffsa.blogs.govdelivery.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817255449&sdata=DvIGyHGCWlrye85hpJS5gFXCuoM%2F8g0NXAlV9L7wgF8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FFSA%2Frss%3Farea%3Dnewsroom%26subject%3Dlanding%26topic%3Drss%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C00fad6c4d59d42883dec08d72c02180b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637026259817255449&sdata=jfWkNOtXfelDcIyX1n54ebd4MAO724FPD1cJp8MZoMY%3D&reserved=0

